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 April 27, 2007

Governor Charlie Crist

The Capital

Monroe Street 

Tallahassee, Florida

Re: Florida Renewable Energy Legislation

Dear  Governor Crist,

I’m writing you on behalf of the Florida Renewable Energy Producers Association. Our association represents the many renewable energy producers, developers and auxiliary businesses that are interested in seeing the growth of renewable energy production in Florida.

You, the President of the United States as well as many Florida political leaders have stressed your commitment to increasing the production of renewable energy sources in Florida and throughout our nation. In Florida, we seem to be at a crossroads. We find ourselves in a position of needing to make a decision about rather or not we are willing to take on those special interest who prefer business as usual or be the national leader in renewable energy production that we know Florida can be. We have to decide if we are willing to embrace some key policy directives that will set the stage for a real upswing in renewable energy production. 

While the creation of a renewable energy grant program for projects is a very important and crucial tool, an  incentive and a show of commitment—to some degree without real policy changes, it may be only window dressing. The changes we refer to is the adoption of Renewable Energy Portfolio Standards (RPS), a net metering statute to enhance solar use in residential communities that is codified as statewide, incentives for private and public utilities to increase their renewable energy portfolio mix, a renewable energy resources map for perspective investors and developers. By doing those things, you will then allow the private market place to be the natural driver that it is to increase  Florida’s renewable energy production. 

Alone, our universities will never be the engines that commercialize renewable energy in Florida; it is the role and expertise of the private business sector to do so. However, our universities are the key research partners for private business while the private sector pursues its  proven role of getting that technology to market.  When lawmakers in any state create the right environment for the developers, renewable energy production always increase on its own. It becomes market driven, as it should be.  We are not asking for more government, we are 

-from previous  pg-

simply asking government to move out of our way so that we can produce energy that is better for our environment, better for our kids future and better for our 

pocketbooks in the long haul as the cost of these technologies decrease over time as they are becoming more efficient as well.  We ask that the 2007 legislature have real renewable energy policy in Florida that works. 

While the idea of studying the issue of RPS and net metering brings comfort to some as opposed to adopting policies outright (which seems to be a preference), I find it insulting as a Floridian to suggest that we are not capable of moving forward today. Currently, a voluminous body of knowledge has already been provided and is readily available on those subjects. For instance, there are 28 other states that already have RPS policies, which are working very well. These policies have been in existence throughout this country for years and are a 

significant factor in those states being miles ahead of Florida. So, to suggest that we do not have enough information, enough knowledge, enough ability  or that we are not sure if adopting certain proven policies will help is questionable at best.

 We are confident that Floridians have the  intellect and ability  to lead in this area today. What we lack is the willingness to not do business as usual. I respectfully ask that you support moving forward with real policies that allows the private sector to generate the renewable energy that we all seek and that which Florida could be a leader in. See the attached documents for your review.

Please do not hesitate to give us a call if we could be of any assistance or provide any additional information.

With warm Regards, I Am,

Michael Dobson

President/CEO

CC: Sen. Lee Constantine

        Sen. Mike Bennett

        Rep. Bob Allen

        Rep. Ray Sansom
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